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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-15 have been examined. Application 09/917,755 (Method of and 
apparatus for distributing advertisement) has a filing date 07/31/2001 and foreign 
priority 03/21/2001. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Scroqqie (US 5,970,469). 

As per claims 1 , 12, 14 and 1 5, Scroggie teaches: 

A method of distributing an advertisement with a computer over a network, 
comprising the steps of: 

managing coupon information which defines a benefit upon purchase of a given 
commodity and advertisement information in association with said coupon information 
(see column 6, lines 5-12), and 

transmitting said advertisement information to a terminal, which is connected via 
said network in response to a request from said terminal (see column 5, line 60 - 
column 6, line 15; column 10, lines 5-30); 
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storing said coupon information associated with said advertisement information 
transmitted to said terminal, in association with said terminal (see column 4, lines 34- 
50); 

referring to said coupon information stored in association with said terminal and 
determining a benefit upon purchase of the given commodity in response to a benefit 
inquiry request for said given commodity from said terminal and indicating the 
determined benefit to said terminal (see column 9, line 55 - column 10, line 5). 

As per claim 2, Scroaaie teaches: 

A method according to claim 1, wherein the benefit defined by said coupon 
information represent a discount to be offered upon purchase of the given commodity 
(see column 10, lines 29-32). 

As per claim 3, Scroaaie teaches: 

A method according to claim 2, wherein said coupon information represents a 
discount amount to be offered upon purchase of the given commodity (see column 10, 
lines 29-32). 

As per claim 4, Scroaaie teaches: 

A method according to claim 2, wherein said coupon information represents a 
discount rate to be offered upon purchase of the given commodity (see column 10, lines 
20-40). 

As per claim 5, Scroaaie teaches: 

A method according to claim 1, wherein said coupon information represents an 
expiry date and can be used only prior to said expiry date (see column 10, lines 20-30). 
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As per claim 6, Scroqqie teaches: 

A method according to claim 5, wherein said coupon information represents a 
period after which a user is able to use a coupon actually after the user has acquired 
the coupon (see column 10, lines 20-40). 

As per claim 7, Scroggie teaches: 

A method according to claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

referring to said coupon information stored in association with said terminal and 
determining a benefit upon purchase of the given commodity in response to an 
application for the purchase of the given commodity from said terminal (see column 11, 
line 40 - column 12, line 6); and 

producing a sales contract for the given commodity with the determined benefit 
applied, and settling the purchase of the given commodity based on the sales contract 
(see column 11, line 40 -column 12, line 6). 

As per claim 8, Scroqqie teaches: 

A method according to claim 7, wherein the purchase of the given commodity is 
settled by asking a banking organization server which can withdraw money from an 
account of the user of said terminal, to withdraw an amount of money based on the 
sales contract from the account of the user of said terminal (see column 12, lines 1-6; 
column 12, lines 60-63). 

As per claim 9, Scroqqie teaches: 

A method according to claim 7, wherein said coupon information represents a 
condition in which said benefit is applicable, and the benefit defined by said coupon 
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information is applied to the sales contract only when said condition is satisfied upon the 
purchase of the given commodity (see column 12, lines 37-40). 
As per claim 10, Scroggie teaches: 

A method according to claim 9, wherein said coupon information defines a 
plurality of benefits which are applicable under different conditions, and one of the 
benefits which is most advantageous for the user is applied to the sales contract among 
those benefits whose conditions are satisfied upon the purchase of the given commodity 
(see column 12, lines 35-40). 

As per claim 1 1 , Scroggie teaches: 

A method of distributing an advertisement with a computer over a network, 
comprising the steps of: 

managing coupon information which defines a discount amount upon purchase of 
a given commodity and advertisement information in association with said coupon 
information, and transmitting said advertisement information to a terminal which is 
connected via said network in response to a request from said terminal (see column 4, 
lines 9-18); 

storing said coupon information associated with said advertisement information 
transmitted to said terminal, in association with said terminal (see column 4, lines 33- 
50); 

referring to said coupon information stored in association with said terminal and 
determining a price upon purchase of the given commodity in response to an application 
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for the purchase of the given commodity from said terminal (see column 12, lines 1-6); 
and 

producing a sales contract for the given commodity with the determined price 
applied, and settling the purchase of the given commodity based on the sales contract 
(see column 1 1 , line 55 - column 1 2, line 6). 

As per claim 13, Scroqqie teaches: 

A method of browsing through an advertisement distributed over a network, 
comprising the steps of: acquiring first contents to which advertisement information is 
related, via said network; 

acquiring the advertisement information related to said first contents, from a 
coupon management server via said network (see column 4, lines 9-19); 

storing an identifier transmitted from said coupon management server (see 
column 4, lines 33-50); 

displaying said first contents and said advertisement information (see column 4, 
lines 9-19); 

acquiring second contents including a list of commodities to which types of 
coupon information defining a benefit upon the purchase of commodities are related, via 
said network (see column 4, lines 50-67); 

transmitting said types of coupon information related to the list of commodities 
included in said second contents and said identifier to said coupon management server 
to acquire usable coupon information from said coupon management server and 
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displaying said second contents and said usable coupon information (see column 4, 
lines 32-67). 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6720 and fax 571-273-6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W. STAMBER can be reached on 571-272-6724. The official Fax 
number is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 





Daniel Lastra 
November 1 1 , 2005 



